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Orange County Health Collaboration Gets National Recognition 

Wins ACAP “Supporting the Safety Net” Award 

 
Health Funders Partnership of Orange County, an innovative collaborative serving the health care needs 

of thousands of low-income people in California, was presented with the fifth annual “Supporting the 

Safety Net” award by the Association for Community Affiliated Plans (ACAP) at a Washington, DC 

ceremony today. 

The Partnership is a collaboration of 17 organizations working to enhance health philanthropy and 

health care delivery for uninsured and underinsured residents of the county by coordinating efforts and 

sharing resources.  It manages initiatives ranging from addressing diabetes and the shortage of specialty 

care to providing greater access to care for children and adults. 

“Collaboration and community engagement are hallmarks of building a strong safety net,” said Margaret 

A. Murray, ACAP’s CEO.  “The Partnership is doing an extraordinary job of identifying community needs, 

forging alliances, and taking action to serve those who need help the most.  It is the only one of its kind 

in the nation, and it should serve as a model that could be replicated throughout the country.” 

ACAP represents 51 not-for-profit health plans in 25 states serving seven million people enrolled in 

Medicaid, Medicare, and other public health programs.  The “Supporting the Safety Net” award 

recognizes a community-based organization or individual that has implemented exemplary, innovative 

programs to meet the health needs of high-risk populations and can serve as a model of “best practices” 

for other communities.     

Formed in 1999, the Health Funders Partnership’s member organizations include CalOptima, an ACAP-

member health plan, and foundations, local government, hospitals and health systems, and insurers. 

“We have worked hard as a collaborative to make a difference in the lives of low-income residents of 

Orange County,” said Richard Chambers, the Chief Executive Officer of CalOptima, and the current 

Chairman of Health Funders Partnership.  “Our experience really underscores the value of working 

together to enhance the effectiveness of all the organizations involved by setting a common agenda and 

pooling resources.  This recognition is especially meaningful coming from ACAP, which has played a 

leadership role in promoting mission-driven, community-based health care for the underserved.” 
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“We appreciate this award and are deeply honored by this recognition from ACAP,” said Ruth Kurisu, the 

Managing Director of the Partnership.  “It is really a tribute to the commitment shown by our partner 

organizations.  Working together, we are finding solutions that work and showing how organizations can 

leverage even greater results through collaboration.  That has led to real improvements in the 

availability of care, health, and well-being of our neighbors.” 

Health Funders Partnership now manages five major programs: 

 Diabetes Initiative provides care for Type II Diabetes, conducts outreach to at-risk 
youth, and promotes fitness, nutrition, and obesity prevention. 
 

 Access OC addresses the chronic shortage of specialty care for underserved patients 
by coordinating free surgeries with seven hospital partners using volunteer surgeons and 
medical staff. 
 

 Children’s Health Initiative of Orange County (CHI OC) has provided access to 
comprehensive health services and has assisted more than 14,000 children since 2006. 
 

 Medical Services Initiative, working through the County of Orange Health Care Agency 
serves more than 35,000 low-income residents and reduced emergency room usage by 
more than 52 percent. 
 

 Managed System of Care Initiative is a new plan for the “equitable, organized and 
integrated” delivery of health services, which is expected to serve about 85,000 more 
uninsured residents over the next three years and better position the county for health 
care reform in 2014. 
 

“The Partnership has made a difference in the lives of literally thousands of people in their community,” 

Murray said.  “It’s a sterling example of how already strong, mission-driven organizations can work 

together to have an even larger impact.  In presenting the Partnership with this award, we not only 

applaud their work and commitment, but we also encourage other communities to take notice of the 

example they provide.” 

This is the fifth year that ACAP has presented the “Supporting the Safety Net” Award.  Previous winners 

were: 

 Operation Safety Net in Pittsburgh 

 The Camden Coalition of Healthcare Providers in New Jersey 

 Community Partners, Inc. of Amherst, Massachusetts 

 The Baby Love Program at the University of Rochester Medical Center in New York 
 

This year’s award was presented at ACAP’s annual CEO Summit, in which the leaders of ACAP health 

plans from throughout the country meet in Washington. 

# # # 

ACAP:  More information about ACAP is available at www.communityplans.net.Health Funders 

Partnership of Orange County:  More information on the Partnership is available at www.hfpoc.org 
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